Groups are also needed to volunteer with:
P.E.C.E.S., El Programa de Educación
Comunal de Entrega y Servicio https://
www.pecesinc.org/conocenos. Participants
will go to Punta Santiago, Humacao, and
will be painting houses and other tasks as
a part of a recovery project. P.E.C.E.S. is
an NGO that fosters social, economic, and
educational development of individuals and
communities in social disadvantage. The
purpose of P.E.C.E.S. is to inspire leaders,
with special attention to youngsters, so
that they become champions of their own
communities. They accomplish these transformations through several programs tied
to three core service areas: education
(including an alternative education high
school); prevention services for at-risk
populations; and entrepreneurship and
development training.
A restoration, management, and conservation project of the Las Cucharillas
Marsh will require volunteers to travel to
Cataño to help with cleanup of the marsh
and the natural resources that this ecosystem harbors. Another eco-agriculture
activity involving farming and planting at
local farms is planned in Dorado. Participants will work with Guakia Colectivo
Agroecologico, an environmental justice
organization based in Puerto Rico. These
farms are maintained to provide food following the 2017 hurricanes when the devastation disrupted the shipment of
supplies into Puerto Rico. Two separate
dives are planned to beneﬁt the Institute
for Socio-Ecological Research Incorporated’s Diadema antillarum (Sea Urchin)
Restoration Project at Fajardo Coral Reefs
https://isercaribe.org/who-we-are.
These
dives will monitor sea urchin restoration
areas at the Fajardo coral reefs. There also is
a coral reef fragments recovery dive planned
at the Escambron and Condado Lagoon. Participants will take part in dives that are part
of an ongoing restoration project under the
direction of Samuel Suleiman, Sociedad
Ambiente Marino, Inc. (SAM)/Marine Environment Society (http://www.sampr.org).
Water quality monitoring in different
zones within the San Juan metropolitan
area is planned during the week. Participants will be involved in water monitoring
activities at various locations close to the
Puerto Rico Convention Center. Two separate educational workshops will explore the
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role and importance of aquatic macroinvertebrates in fresh water quality. Both workshops are sponsored by Luquillo Long-Term
Ecological Research, University of Puerto
Rico, Natural Science Faculty, Department
of Environmental Science (LTER—UPR)
http://luq.lter.network/). One workshop
will take place at the Botanical Garden of
Rio Pedras and the other at the Quebrada
Sonadora River at El Yunque National Forest. Both will include a presentation about
macroinvertebrates and why they are considered good bioindicators of water quality.
Following the discussions, participants will
get into the water to collect macroinvertebrates with nets and will identify the microhabitats that they inhabit.
The meeting will open on Sunday,
24 February, with registration at the
Puerto Rico Convention Center. Local artisans will have artwork and special pieces
on display throughout the afternoon. The
opening mixer is at the Puerto Rico Convention Center later that evening. With
special thanks to Rums of Puerto Rico for
their sponsorship, those who arrive in time
will be treated to rum cocktails and will
enjoy music and cultural experiences. The
reception will take place on the terrace at
the convention center which features
beautiful views of San Juan.
After mornings of great science, lunch
breaks are planned to be relaxing with a
number of comfortable places to sit where
attendees can take in the beautiful scenery
while visiting with fellow attendees and
colleagues. For those who wish to do more
than sit, we are planning to offer salsa
dancing lessons. This rhythmic dance is
ﬁrmly rooted in the island of Puerto Rico,
so it seems natural to teach ASLO how to
move to the music.
ASLO musicians are encouraged to bring
their instruments to participate in a jam session on Wednesday evening, 27 February, at
Latin Roots Salsa Club in San Juan. Having
occurred during past ASLO meetings, quite
a following has developed among both musicians and audience members. This event will
be an opportunity to enjoy the entertainment
at the club along with the musical talents of
fellow scientists. Relax at the jam session and
spend time in a variety of ways—visiting with
colleagues, listening to the music, or performing with other scientists–musicians—during
an entertaining evening.

A very ﬁtting closing ﬁesta is planned on
Friday evening, 1 March, following the ﬁnal
sessions. The evening is being carefully
planned to enhance the venue of San Juan
and will include a buffet with lots of local
ﬂair. Those who learned to salsa dance earlier in the week will be glad. Dancing and
one of San Juan’s ﬁnest bands will create an
atmosphere full of fun. This will be an
optional social event at the Puerto Rico
Convention Center and will require a ticket
to attend.
Although the abstract submission deadline
has passed, it is not too late to register and
join in the fun. For more information about
ASLO’s 2019 Aquatic Sciences Meeting, see
https://aslo.org/sanjuan2019/main.
Lynda West, ASLO Meeting Project Manager,
Director of Meetings, The Schneider Group, Inc;
lyndaw@sgmeet.com

WHERE THE POLES COME
TOGETHER
POLAR2018 Joint Open
Science Conference
Juliana D’Andrilli

Polar research in the Arctic and Antarctic
is imperative to understand our past, present, and future impact of such environments with global environmental change.
Impacts from environmental change in
polar regions will be felt worldwide, affecting all life on Earth on scales that previously seemed unimaginable. The last surge
of polar research emphasis was generated
by the International Polar Year (last conducted from 2007–2009) and Polar
Research Board participants, which
inspired researchers, journalists, educators, and young academics to become
more involved with the innovative research
projects and products in polar regions
(http://nas-sites.org/us-ipy/ and http://
dels.nas.edu/prb; accessed August 2018).
To keep momentum moving forward, the
Scientiﬁc
Committee
for Antarctic
Research (SCAR) and the International

FIG. 1. A view of the Swiss Alps and the valley city area of Davos from the peak of Jakobshorn. Photo credit:
Kelsey Sherrard.

Arctic Science Committee (IASC) joined
together for the POLAR2018 Open Science
Conference in Davos, Switzerland, in June
2018. This is the ﬁrst time since IPY that
SCAR and IASC have come together to provide an opportunity for diverse scientists
worldwide of all career stages to present
their latest research highlights from Antarctic, Arctic, and high alpine regions
while promoting opportunities for
researchers and educators to connect with
other community members. The conference
stressed the importance of communication, not only with scientists working in
different polar regions, but also with
researchers working at both poles. Therefore, this was the premier gathering for
the international community of interdisciplinary polar scientists and educators.
The Open Science Conference (OSC)
took place from June 19–23, 2018, with
3–4 days of sponsored workshops and
informational meetings prior to and at the
end of the conference week. The conference was held at the Congress Centre
Davos, in Davos, Switzerland, a town in
the Swiss Alps located within the region of
Graubünden (Fig. 1). Nearly 2500 participants traveled from all over the world to
attend this special event. The conference
was ﬁlled with eager researchers presenting
cutting-edge scientiﬁc results to promote
transformative education and predictions
for future impacts. Students, postdoctoral
researchers, and professional faculty/staff
participants from early to senior career
levels presented oral and poster presentations to ﬁll in pertinent knowledge gaps
regarding polar research as we strive to
better understand Earth systems.
Oral presentations were scheduled in
four main sections throughout the day and
individual session topics covered diverse
multidisciplinary research in biology,
chemistry, and physics of the oceans, ice,
and atmosphere. Keynote lectures were

presented each morning featuring diverse
research by Drs. Dake Chen, Elizabeth
Thomas, Oran Young (IASC Medal recipient), Michael Meredith (SCAR Tinker-Muse
Prize recipient), Peder Roberts, Jan
Strugnell, Hajo Eicken, and Anna Wåhlin
(keynote lecture recordings at https://
www.polar2018.org/photosvideos.html;
last accessed August 2018). Lecture topics
ranged widely, including China’s high
alpine glacial environmental global
impact, climate history from ice cores,
how to govern polar regions with dramatic
global changes, Southern Ocean circulation and response to change, the continuing importance of studying humanities
and social sciences in polar research, using
genomic data to date the West Antarctic
ice sheet collapse, the continued importance of coordinated observations of rapid
Arctic change and response, and the global
impact of the Southern Ocean.
Four mini-symposia were also featured
during the conference week covering
topics, such as (1) diverse experiences in
Polar science outreach and communication, (2) Polar science and policy: Status
and future challenges, (3) Antarctic
Circumnavigation Expedition ACE, and
(4) the legacy and future of the International Polar Year. Posters were displayed
all through the Congress Centre each day,
maximizing exposure in open areas where
attendees and presenters could mix and
mingle in a social setting each evening at
the culmination of the oral presentations.
Early career researchers volunteered to
judge student poster presentations for the
best poster awards that were announced at
the closing ceremony social gathering on
the last day of the conference.
Many side meetings contributed to the
success of POLAR2018, including most
notably, the XXXV SCAR Delegates, the 2018
Arctic Observing Summit, the plenary panel,
“Speaking
Each
Others’
Language:

Communicating polar science across boundaries” (https://www.iarpccollaborations.
org/news/11449), and the discussion
panel, “From Entering the Field to Taking
the Helm, Women’s Perspectives on Polar
Research” (https://www.scar.org/communitynews/polar-2018-womens-perspectives/). Both
panel discussions were unique contributions,
focused on many kinds of communication,
e.g., interdisciplinary, with policymakers,
and internationally, and important issues of
inclusivity, access, and fairness in the polar
science community.
Open science meetings and conferences
promote future collaborations, funding avenues, education, and further research planning among colleagues from diverse
backgrounds (Walton 2018; POLAR2018 –
Highlights from the SCAR Secretariat https://
www.scar.org/general-scar-news/celebratingpolar2018/; last accessed August 2018).
Excitement about the broad reach of polar
research was a common theme for all participants throughout the week. Major questions
and topics discussed at the conference
included: Where is polar research going?
What drives more Arctic research than Antarctic? What are the major boundaries preventing
Antarctic
researchers
from
communicating with Arctic researchers and
vice versa? How can we continue to promote
polar research that will be highly impactful
in a warming climate? What topics are essential to include moving forward for the SCAR
2020 conference in Hobart, Australia, the
next Arctic Science Summit Week 2019 meeting in Arkhangelsk, Russia, and the next
potential joint POLAR conference? Participants attending this year’s conference were
curious to know what the world and polar
research might be like in 10 years when we
congregate for another joint conference. The
most intriguing question that surfaced multiple times was, “How can individuals bridge
the separation of research and communication among scientists working in one polar
region to begin working in both regions?”
Researchers working in both polar regions
shared personal experiences and advice to
resolve the segregated problems commonly
associated with polar research groups.
Ultimately, communication is the key
to success, which is why joint conferences,
such as POLAR2018, continue to play an
integral role in many researchers’ careers,
promoting a positive environment for
november 2018
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personal growth and professional development. Attendees were inspired to broaden
their thinking about current research projects and begin new avenues of collaboration. As researchers continue to work in
polar regions, the goal is to generate
knowledge and interest in the current and
future states of Arctic and Antarctic ecosystems as they change in new and notyet-fully-understood ways.
POLAR2018, including the SCAR meetings, the Arctic Science Summit Week and
the OSC, was hosted by the Swiss Federal
Institute for Forest, Snow and Landscape
Research (WSL) under the patronage of the
Swiss Committee on Polar and High
Altitude Research. The WSL-Institute for
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Snow and Avalanche Research organized
POLAR2018. To learn more information
about SCAR, IASC, and the joint
POLAR2018 conference please visit:
https://www.scar.org/and https://vimeo.
com/275341745 (history of SCAR video),
https://iasc.info/,
and
http://www.
polar2018.org/. For a complete list of
POLAR2018 sponsors and partners, please
visit: https://www.polar2018.org/sponsorsand-partners.html.
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