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Russian-German Activities and Projects
Twenty-three ongoing/future activities in report 2018,
with a broad range of topics in research and/or education

à Three examples:

pomor – Master program of Polar and Marine Sciences

CATS – The Changing Arctic Transpolar System  

MOSAiC – The International Arctic Drift Expedition 
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• Joint Russian-German collaborative project 2017–2020

• Successor of a series of projects starting in 1993

• Consortium of 10 research institutions and universities in 
Russia and Germany

• Funding bodies: Federal German Ministry of Education 
and Research (BMBF) and the Ministry of Education and
Science of the Russian Federation

• Coordinated by GEOMAR Kiel and AARI St. Petersburg

• Goal: Assess how climate change will affect the highly
sensitive Arctic environment and to what extent these
changes may impact the climate in Europe

• Ship cruises to the Laptev Sea

• Numerous joint workshops and exchange of scientists
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• Established at St. Petersburg State University (SPbU) in 2001

• Funded by BMBF, DAAD, SPbU and UH, as well as 
universities of Bremen, Kiel and Potsdam, GEOMAR and AWI

• Internationally accredited at Hamburg University (UH) in 2012

• Four-semester interdisciplinary research-oriented MSc study 
programme (with English as teaching language)

• Participation in international expeditions to the Arctic for practical 
training

• Courses at SPbU and UH, as well as at German partner univer-
sities in Bremen, Kiel or Potsdam

• Master of Science of SPbU and UH
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• First year-round expedition into the central 
Arctic exploring the Arctic climate system 

• Total budget exceeding 60 million € 
• Designed by an international consortium of 

leading polar research institutions
• Under the umbrella of the International 

Arctic Science Committee (IASC)
• Led by AWI, AARI and the University of 

Colorado, Cooperative Institute for 
Research in Environmental Sciences 
(CIRES)

Multidisciplinary drifting Observatory for the Study of Arctic Climate 
http://www.mosaicobservatory.org
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• 12 months Transpolar drift:

Oct 2019 - Oct 2020 => Full annual cycle

• 6 legs of 2 months each

• 5 Teams: atmosphere, sea ice, ocean, 

ecosystem, bio-geochemistry

• Polarstern as Central Observatory

• Distributed network

• Remote sensing & numerical models

Multidisciplinary drifting Observatory for the Study of Arctic Climate 
http://www.mosaicobservatory.org
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